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New State Legislation

United Neighbors 1

Single-family neighborhoods 
are the target

Studio City Residents Association



How to Fight SB 79

United Neighbors 2

Committee 1
Housing

Committee 2
Local 
Government

Committee 3
Appropriations

Legislative Process

Introduced and assigned by each House to committees

Any committee can kill the bill.
If the bill passes all the committee hearings it goes to a full Senate or Assembly floor vote
If it passed the bill goes to the opposite House and the process starts again.

If the Bill passes both Houses, it goes to the Governor.  

The Governor can sign, veto or do nothing (and it still becomes law).

Senate (SB) Assembly (AB)House of Origin



.

New State Legislation

SB 79 – Allows 65 – 75-foot-high by-right apartment buildings anywhere within a half mile radius 
(including single-family neighborhoods) of qualifying bus stops and rail stops. A qualifying  bus 
stop services a bus route that at some part of its route passes through a “priority bus lane”. SB 79 
does not require any affordable housing units.

SB 677 – Modifies SB 9, removes ownership requirement, removes prohibition against developing 
adjacent lots, removes all setbacks, etc. that would prevent 2 units of at least 1,750 net 
habitable square feet each.

AB 647 – Allows no more than 8 housing units located on a lot with one single-family home. The 
bill would prohibit setbacks, height limitations, lot coverage limitation, floor area ratio, or other 
standards that would limit residential development capacity.
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What is SB 79





















Dedicated bus lanes

240 Bus Route

Universal City

Northridge

Impact of SB 79
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240 Bus Route

Black circles show a ½ mile radius from 240 bus stops
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Impact of SB 79

United Neighbors 17

Studio City



Impact of SB 79
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240 Bus Route



Impact of SB 79
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Black circles show a ½ mile radius from 240 bus stops

240 Bus Route



Impact of SB 79
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Impact of SB 79
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Impact of SB 79
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240 Bus Route

Dedicated bus lanes are being implemented this year on Roscoe and Vermont.
  
Any bus route that travels through any portion of a dedicated lane anywhere, will 
allow SB 79 development within a ½ mile from every one of their bus stops.
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Current zoning:   5000 s.f. lot allows 2250 s.f.
SB 79: will allow 6- 7 stories, 9 - 11 units, 15,000 – 17,500 s.f.

Impact of SB 79



Current zoning:   5000 s.f. lot allows 2250 s.f.
SB 79: will allow 6- 7 stories, 9 - 11 units, 15,000 – 17,500 s.f.
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Impact of SB 79



The existing infrastructure is not adequate for this scale of  development.
Our taxes will increase to cover the costs to upgrade the systems.
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Impact of SB 79



A SIX STORY APARTMENT HOUSE IN A SINGLE-FAMILY NEIGHBORHOOD
THE IMPACT OF SB 79 A HALF MILE FROM A BUS OR RAIL STOP
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SB 79
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How to Fight SB 79
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New State Legislation

What we have done:
Sent letters to the legislative portal in Sacramento
Sent letters to our state senator (3 times)  
Sent letters to Chair of Local Government: Maria Elena Durazo 
Sent letters to the Mayor
Sent letters to our Councilmember
Sent letters to Council File. 25-0002-S19 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/
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https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/
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New State Legislation

Are we alone? No, all the the state is mobilized to fight.  

What you need to do:
Letter to Appropriation Committee members. SCRA has the Click & Send
Letter to Senator Stern:  senator.stern@senate.ca.gov 

Letter to the Mayor: karen.bass@lacity.org  cc marissa.bowman@lacity.org
Letter to Harris-Dawson:  councilmember.harris-dawson@lacity.org
Letter to Nithya:  contactcd4@lacity.org
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Dear Council President Harris-Dawson,

The Resolution to Oppose SB 79 unless amended to 
exempt municipalities with a certified Housing Element 
introduced by Councilmember Lee is a very 
consequential resolution for LA to consider.  We hope you 
can schedule it for a vote in the Rules Committee/ City 
Council quickly. This bill can potentially hinder the City's 
ability to meet the RHNA mandate for more affordable 
housing. We have been in full support of the Housing Element 
that exempts single family, historic districts, and light 
industrial zones and find it disheartening that Senator Wiener 
can upend the City's efforts with little data to prove the need 
to do so.

Respectfully,
[Your name}
[Your community]

Template letter to 
the Mayor & 
Councilmembers
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New State Legislation
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Template letter to 
the Senators

Dear Senator  ,

We oppose SB 79 as currently presented because it needlessly threatens single-
family neighborhoods, affordable multi-family, Historic Districts, and light-
industrial zones.

Los Angeles’s Housing Element substantially increases the city's multi-family 
housing capacity on transit and commercial corridors in high resource areas 
meeting the State’s housing mandates at all levels of affordability while still 
protecting single-family, light industrial and Historic District zones. 

Local governments need to be stewards of good urban planning while also 
meeting the State's housing needs.  Cities that have met all the state’s RHNA 
mandates for housing should not be forced to densify their communities further 
with SB 79. 

     We urge you to oppose SB 79 unless amended to retain local control.     

     Sincerely,
     [Your Name]
     [Your Organization]
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Contact Maria Pavlou Kalban: mpkalban@gmail.com
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